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Freezing temperatures don’t stop the Department's ongoing bridge inspections. Structural Design project engineer Steffan 
Franklin (left) tests the concrete abutment supports while senior engineer Rod Lewis (right) straddles the iron girders to take a 
measurement. The work took place on a seventy-year-old railroad bridge not too far from the Round Valley Reservoir in 
Hunterdon County one cold, blustery morning. 


DOT HERO 


George Woodruff, an engineering aide 
in Design and son of DOT's director of 
Data Processing, began the new year by 
saving the life of an eight-year old boy. 


The child had wandered out on the 
frozen Delaware and Raritan Canal in 
Lambertville, and fell through. 
Woodruff was standing at his apart- 
ment window watching the children at 
play, saw the ice give way and rushed to 


Bridge dedicated to 


Governor Brendan Byrne joined Com- 
missioner Louis J. Gambaccini and nu- 
merous state, county and local officials 
on December 17 in a ceremony dedi- 
cating the Route 18 Freeway Bridge to 
the memory of the late Senator John A. 
Lynch, Sr. 

The dedication, held in the pavilion in 
New Brunswick’s Buccleuch Park, was 
followed by a reception co-sponsored by 
New Brunswick Tomorrow and the New 
Brunswick Development Corporation at 
the Rutgers Alumni Faculty Club. 

The $12 million span over the Raritan 
River between New Brunswick and 
Piscataway is considered a key element 
in the revitalization of the City of New 
Brunswick. The structure relieves traffic 
congestion on the Albany Street (Route 
27) Bridge and on Landing Lane near the 
center of the city. 

The bridge also provides more direct 
access to many of the Rutgers University 
facilities in New Brunswick and 
Piscataway and is used by the University 
bus system. It is the first bridge in the 
state to include a separate bikeway. 

Senator Lynch, a lifetime resident of 
New Brunswick, began his career as a 


the scene. 

The 20-year-old DOTer laid down on 
the ice and inched his way to the child. “I 
grabbed him under his arms and held 
him,” Woodruff said. After assuring 
himself that the ice would hold, Woodruff 
pulled the boy to safety. 

The Department is nominating Wood- 
ruff for the state’s Heroism Award. 


Lynch 


trial lawyer in 1933 after receiving a law 
degree from Fordham University. His 
long record of public service began 
when he was appointed magistrate of the 
City of New Brunswick in 1935. He 
served as Middlesex County Prosecutor 
from 1941 to 1946 when he was ap- 
pointed to the City Commission of New 
Brunswick. 


In 1951 Senator Lynch was elected 
Mayor of New Brunswick, a position he 
held until mid-1956. 


Senator Lynch came to the New Jer- 
sey Senate in 1955 and left office two 
months before his death in 1978. While 
serving as Senator, Mr. Lynch was a 
member of the Judiciary Committee, the 
Law Revision & Legislative Services 
Committee, the State House Com- 
mission and the Ethical Standards Com- 
mittee. In 1966 he also served as Presi- 
dent of the Senate and Acting Governor. 


A senior partner in the New Brunswick 
law firm of Lynch, Mannion, Lutz and 
Lewandowski, Senator Lynch also 
served as president of the Middlesex 
County Bar Association and was a fellow 
in the American College of Trial Lawyers. 
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Evelyn Rooney Lynch uncovers the sign dedicating the Route 18 Freeway Bridge to 
her late husband, Senator John A. Lynch. Her four children, including New Bruns- 
wick Mayor John A. Lynch, Jr., and her grandchildren stand behind her. 


FHWA gives approval to 
5.5 more miles of I-78 


Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 
has announced that the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) has approved 
the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) for construction of In- 
terstate Route 78 in Union and Somerset 
Counties. 

The 5.5 mile section is one of three 
major missing interstate links identified 
by the Department as priorities for com- 
pletion. The others are the Trenton Com- 
plex I-195/l-295 in Mercer and Burl- 
ington Counties and |-287 from Montville 
(Morris County) to the New York State 
line. 

FHWA approval of I-78, which involves 
a connecting link between Plainfield Av- 
enue in Berkeley Heights and Bailtusrol 
Road in Springfield, clears the way for 
final design public hearings and con- 
struction. Construction could begin as 
early as December 1981 and will take an 
estimated four years to complete. 

The two segments of I-78 already con- 
structed extend eastward from Spring- 
field 18.8 miles to New York (Holland 
Tunnel) and westward 38.3 miles from 
Berkeley Heights to Still Valley, near the 
Pennsylvania border. 

The highway’s preferred alignment 
skirts the northern edge of the Watchung 
Reservation, a 2000-acre natural recrea- 
tion area. Approximately 70 acres, or 3 
1/2%, of the park area would be needed 


for construction of the six-lane highway. 

Completion of I-78 will relieve existing 
congestion on Route 22 which currently 
operates at or near capacity for several 
hours each weekday. It will also relieve 
traffic on many local east-west routes, 
including Mountain Avenue (Berkeley 
Heights), Springfield Avenue (Summit), 
and New Providence Road and Plainfield 
Avenue (Berkeley Heights and Watch- 
ung). 

The DOT developed a variety of meth- 
ods to minimize the environmental im- 
pact of the road on the park and park 
users. Where the road goes through 
parkland, a 1.7-mile segment, the road 
bed will be constructed in a cut below 
ground level, and in at least three loca- 
tions, special “cut-and-cover” structures 
will be built to provide natural crossovers 
across the highway. These heavily land- 
scaped road covers will be more than 
100 feet wide and will offer a natural 
bridge over the highway, connecting the 
bridle paths and hiking trails that wind 
through the park. 

In addition, all noise barriers, embank- 
ment and retainer walls and other struc- 
tural safety features will be designed to 
blend with the natural cover and colors 
of the reservation. 

With the exception of the property in 
the Watchung Reservation, which is 

(continued on page 2) 


Commissioner reports 
on 1980 construction 


Highway and construction improve- 
ments totalling $111.3 million were com- 
pleted statewide by the Department dur- 
ing 1980, according to Commissioner 
Louis J. Gambaccini. The figure includes 
federal, state and some county monies. 

Major new sections of roadway that 
opened in 1979 were the fourth lanes of 
the state-owned portion of the Garden 
State Parkway in Middlesex and Union 
Counties, the final section of Interstate 
Route 280 in Hudson and Essex Coun- 
ties, the John A. Lynch Bridge on the 
Route 18 Freeway in Middlesex County, 
and the final portion of Interstate Route 
676 in Camden. 

An $11 million safety and resurfacing 
project on the 3.5 mile Pulaski Skyway 
spanning the Passaic and Hackensack 
Rivers from Jersey City to Newark also 
was completed. 

The new lanes of the 12-mile stretch 
on the Parkway from the New Jersey 
Turnpike in Woodbridge to Route 22 in 
Union are reserved for the exclusive use 
of HOVs (high occupancy vehicles) car- 
rying three or more people during rush 
hours (7-9 a.m. and 3-6 p.m.) on week- 


days. 

The 3.6 mile section of |-280 extends 
from the Stickel Bridge in Harrison to the 
Turnpike and is the third Interstate to be 
completed in New Jersey. 

The Lynch Bridge over the Raritan 
River between New Brunswick and 
Piscataway offers a more direct access 
between Rutgers’ New Brunswick Cam- 
pus and the Busch Campus, Livingston 
College, the stadium and athletic center 
for motorists and the inter-campus bus 
service. 

The final 1.6 mile section of |-676 in 
Camden gives Camden-Philadelphia 
bus commuters and motorists a direct 
connection between the Walt Whitman 
and Benjamin Franklin Bridges, relieving 
heavy through traffic on existing local 
streets. 

The Pulaski Skyway project included 
replacement of the road surface on all 
four lanes with a latex modified con- 
crete, drilling through the deck to fasten 
reinforcing studs in the bridge girders 
and installation of an aluminum barrier. 

Revisions were completed in 1980 at 

(continued on page 2) 
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To smoke or not to smoke: 
a question for state workers 


The issue of smoking in public places 
—or being restricted from doing so—has 
been raising the hackles of increasingly 
militant smokers and non-smokers alike. 

Non-smokers contend that they 
shouldn't be forced to endanger their 
health by breathing smoke from 
smokers in places like restaurants, 
theatres, public transportation and of- 
fices. Smokers retort that their rights are 
violated each time a “no smoking” signis 
posted. 

It comes as no surprise that Hosanna 
Lien, M.D., DOT's medical director, 
would support non-smokers. “Recent 
proof has shown that non-smokers who 
are exposed to smokers’ fumes have just 
as great a risk of developing lung 
cancer,” she said recently. “A smoking 
environment is detrimental to anyone 
who has chronic emphysema or other 
lung problems.” 

Governor Brendan Byrne issued a pol- 
icy for state workers which took effect 
September 1, 1980 which also supports 
those non-smokers among state em- 
ployees. 

Entrance areas, lobbies, elevators, 
auditoriums, conference rooms, 
classrooms and work areas open to the 

public, were designated as no smoking 
areas at this time. Group work areas and 
offices occupied by more than one per- 
son as of September 1, 1980 need unani- 
mous consent if smoking is to be per- 
mitted. At least one third of cafeteria 
space has to be designated non-smok- 
ing. 


Bob Fitzpatrick (standing) says new state 
smoking policy and the support of co- 
workers like Charles Meyers (seated) 
have helped him kick a 30-year three- 
pack-a-day smoking habit. 


Smokers can puff away, however, in 
singly occupied offices, certain lounges 
and restrooms and other non-work 
areas not posted “no smoking.” 

No sooner was the policy promulgated 
in the Department, than a predictable 
reaction arose from non-smokers. At 
press time, the policy was being re- 
examined statewide, not for its concept, 
Dut rather, for the details for its enforce- 
ment. 

In this Department, more than 31 dif- 
ferent offices and bureaus requested 
more than 250 signs to post in their work 
areas following the distribution of the 
policy to managers. 

An informal survey revealed that DOT 
offices handled the matter in a wide 
variety of ways. In one data processing 
area, for example, the only smoker ina 
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non-smoking group conveniently 
switched desks with the Only non- 
smoker in a smoker group. 

In another, a pipe smoker objected 
unsuccessfully that his pipe “didn’t 
count.” He countered that the smell of 
the office coffee perking was “dirty” to 
him. He was welcomed, however, in the 
Office a few short steps away where the 
lone non-smoker “chose” not to object. 

The inconvenience of leaving one’s 
desk to light up has helped cure at least 
one DOT heavy smoker. For Bob 
Fitzpatrick, an administrative analyst in 
the Bureau of Management Systems, 
this turned into his incentive to quit 
Smoking after 30 years of being a three- 
pack-a-day man. 

The Governor's order, he said, came 
about the same time as a new “cough.” 
His bureau chief, Dick Fierabend, was 
one of the first to heed the new policy. A 
poll of his staff resulted in a prohibition 
of smoking at the desk and the designa- 
tion of one area of the office as a smok- 
ing area. 

“| was boo'd by my co-workers every 
time | left my desk for a cigarette” 
Fitzpatrick said. “So, | looked for ways to 
break old habits associated with smok- 
ing and have taken up old hobbies such 
as tropical fish and microscopy.” 

Steffan Franklin, a project engineer 
who works on the third floor of the Head- 
quarters Building, a one-pack-a-day 
smoker, is an adamant opponent of the 
policy. In his work area, only the 
restrooms are designated as smoking 
areas. 

“| think | could accept a majority office 
vote on this issue,” he said, “but | think it 
can get personal if only one negative 
vote can decide whether or not an areais 
designated no smoking.” According to 
Franklin, just walking outside is a health 
hazard. 

‘It's a matter of life or breath,” is how 
Dr. Lien puts it. 

Smoking and no smoking area signs 
are available from Paul Zabicki, Division 
of Central Services, 1035 Parkway Ave- 
nue, Trenton. 


l-78 approval 


(from page one) 

owned by Union County, the right-of-way 
needed for the project is already owned 
by the DOT. 

It is estimated that construction of the 
highway will cost about $100 million in 
1980 dollars. As an interstate, the project 
qualifies for 90% federal funding. 

It is estimated that the construction of 
I-78 will result in savings of time and 
Operating costs in excess of $47 million 
annually, including a 17-million-gallon 
reduction in gasoline used as a result of 
the shorter travel distance and smoother 
traffic flow. Air pollution in the area will 
also be lessened. 


1980 construction 


(from page one) 

the Shore Mall Circle in Egg Harbor 
Township, Atlantic County. The circle 
has been replaced with a cut-through 
ramp and new signalization and aids 
mall and shorebound traffic at this heav- 
ily-travelled intersection. 

Some of the totals for highway, bridge 
construction and improvement projects 
in 1980 are: resurfacing $25.7 million; 
safety improvements $12.9 million; 
bridges and bridge repair $9.4 million; 
bridge painting $745,000; landscaping 
$561,000; and bikeways $524,000. 

Contracts were awarded in 1980 total- 
ling $103.6 million for 75 projects that 
are in various stages of construction. 

A 27.4 million contract was awarded to 
complete the Route 18 Freeway and 
build a unique deck park in New Bruns- 
wick. The project, which extends from 
the vicinity of the Lynch Bridge to the 
vicinity of Albany and New Streets, will 
close a one-mile missing link. When 
completed, the Freeway will extend from 
River Road in Piscataway to the Garden 
State Parkway in Tinton Falls. 

A $24 million Interstate Route 295 con- 
tract also was awarded for grading, pav- 
ing, ramp construction and bridge work 
to facilitate increased access into the 
Woodcrest Station and relieve truck con- 
gestion on local streets in Lawnside, 
Camden County. 


Race © 


Retiree honored 


Catherine Van Norman, Secretary III in the Office of the director of Right of Way, 
was honored by Assistant Commissioner Russel H. Mullen for her 25 years of service 


to the Department. 


January bids: 


More bus shelters 


The Department received bids last 
month on behalf of NU TRANSIT for the 
construction of 41 bus shelters in Union 
County. Work on this project is to be 
completed by August 31. 

Funded by the 1979 Transportation 
Bond Issue, this project is part of a 


Curbs, abutment 


The Department also received bids for 
the following two projects in Essex, 
Bergen and Ocean Counties in January: 

—Installation of barrier curbing and 
safety improvements along U.S. Route 
1-9 (Truck) from west of the Passaic 
River to the vicinity of Route 440 in 
Newark, Essex County and Jersey City 
and Kearny, Hudson County. This 1.7- 
mile project also includes the installation 
of guide rail, inlets and manholes and 
various sizes of ligting and traffic signal 
assemblies. Funded 75 percent by the 
Federal Government and 25 percent by 
the State, this project is to be completed 
by September 25, 1981. 


Route 9 work 


The Department of Transportation re- 
ceived bids in December for widening, 
resurfacing and other improvements on 
U.S. Route 9 in Sayreville and Old Bridge 
Township, Middlesex County. 

Frapaul Construction Co., Inc., of 
Rochelle Park, and Conro Contracting 
Corp., Inc., of Hillside, were the apparent 
low bidder with a bid of $8,348,972.70. 
The two companies participated in the 
bidding as a joint venture. 

The 2.6-mile project extends from the 


statewide, 5,000-bus shelter program 
aimed at improving passenger comfort. 

This is the second bus shelter contract 
to be advertised under the program. 
Bids for 64 bus shelters in Hudson and 
Bergen Counties were also received in 
January. 


—Abutment construction on the new 
Route 88 Bridge site over Point Pleasant 
Canal in Point Pleasant, Ocean County. 
Work also includes installation of a 
portable sound barrier and chain link 
fencing and various landscaping items. 
This project is funded 80 percent by the 
Federal Government and 20 percent by 
the State and all work is to be completed 
by September 18, 1981. 


All bids will be reviewed before con- 
tracts are awarded. The Department is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer and con- 
tractors are required to conform to ap- 
plicable civil rights regulations. 


Garden State Parkway to Perrine Road 
and also includes bridge widening over 
Bordentown Avenue, installation of bar- 
rier curbing and drainage improve- 
ments. The roadway will be widened 
from four lanes with shoulders to six 
lanes without shoulders. 


The project is funded 75 percent by 
the Federal Government and 25 percent 
by the State, and is expected to be 
completed in the Spring of 1981. 


Photo contest deadline extended 


DOT employees and retirees have 
been given an extra month to submit 
photographs to the Photo Contest being 
sponsored by the Cafeteria Committee. 

All entries must be received by March 
15 and should include the information 
contained in the coupon below, on the 
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DOT PHOTO CONTEST 


Categories: COLOR: Nature, People or Transportation themes 

BLACK AND WHITE: Nature, People or Transportation themes 
8 x 10s only, unframed and mounted, with the following informa- 
tion marked clearly on the back: 


ATTACH 
TO PHOTO 


Entries: 


Category: 


(Print: Nature, People or Transportation) 


back of each photo. 


For further information, contact any of 
the following: Mary Mangine, 2-9045; 
SCAN 8-322-9045; Maureen Jones, 
2-6537; SCAN 8-322-6537; Jim Snyder, 
2-0439; SCAN 8-322-0439. 


Home Address 


Department phone 


Department title, unit 


Send to: DOT PHOTO CONTEST, Mail Room, 1035 Parkway Avenue, 


| Name 


Trenton, NJ 08625 


NEW DEADLINE-MARCH 15, 1981 
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About ‘lists' 


by Joseph Acerra, Chief 
Bureau of Employment Services 


The Bureau of Employment Services 
is responsible for processing both open 
competitive and promotional Civil Ser- 
vice certifications once they are issued. 
The better everyone understands the 
certification process, the less time it will 
take to complete the process. 

One basic point which confuses many 
people is the difference between Civil 
Service’s examination list and the 
certification list. 

The examination list is produced after 
the examination is scored and ranks 
those who have successfully completed 
the examination. These people are 
notified of their scores and ranks on the 
list by mail. 

A certification list is the same roster of 
successful candidates which is  for- 
warded to one of the operating agencies 
or departments by Civil Service to fill a 
specific vacancy or vacancies. The 
“certified” list determines the order in 
which candidates will be interviewed for 
available jobs. 

Sometimes, however, an_ individual 
can rank first on an examination list and 
still not be eligible for an interview. This 
situation can occur when Civil Service 
combines more than one examination 
list for certification. For example, a job 
candidate may take a truck driver ex- 
amination in September and someone 
else do so in October. When the 
certification is issued any names remain- 
ing on the certified September list pre- 
cede the entire October list in order of 
ranking. The first ranked person on the 
October list could very well be number 
fifty on the certification. 

There is a proper way to respond to an 
individual certification notice. When pos- 
sible, candidates should respond by list- 
ing location preferences for em- 
ployment, if the certification is for more 
than one location. This will greatly re- 
duce the amount of time it takes to set up 
and conduct interviews. Too often a can- 
didate will indicate his or her interest and 
is considered for a certain job location 
when, in fact, he or she has no intention 
of accepting the location. This slows up 
the entire process. Job candidates can 
be certain that refusing a position be- 
cause of its location does not jeopardize 
an individual's eligibility for future 
certifications. 

We have designed a special ‘“Re- 
sponse to Certification” form which has 
contributed to a more systematic and 
streamlined handling of this step in the 
process. More care, however, should be 
given to completing these forms. 

Even when a candidate is not in- 
terested in a particular position, he or 
she must respond. If not, his or her name 
is removed from that list by the Depart- 
ment of Civil Service. This occurs too 
often because the necessity for response 
is not sufficiently appreciated. 

Further questions on the certification 
process should be directed to the Bu- 
reau of Employment Services. 


RECENT RETIREES 


Joseph M. Olsavsky, Area Supervisor, 
Highway Maintenance (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance), 34; Andrew A. 
Bielawski, Principal Engineer, Trans- 
portation (Design), 34; John A. Heayn, 
Heavy Equipment Operator (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 33; Charles J. Wil- 
liams, Senior Engineer, Transportation 
(Design), 30; Sylvia A. Gerofsky, Legal 
Secretary | (Legal Services), 26; Andrew 
M. Sisolak, Truck Driver (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance), 25; James M. 
Bergen, Truck Driver (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance), 22. 


Obituary 


Robert L. Watson, yard foreman 
(Fernwood), passed away on January 
5. The 32-year-DOT veteran will be 
remembered as the driver of the “prize” 
car during the annual March of Dimes 
Drive. 


It's Leon Salter (Project Development) at the keyboard running through some Scott 
Joplin music for the Joplin Festival scheduled for February 15 at the New Jersey 
State Museum. With him is James Slaughter (Planning/Research), one of the 
Festival’s main creators. 


DOTers head Joplin Festival 


Transportation analyst (Plan- 
ning/Research) James Slaughter is 
chairperson of the Scott Joplin Festival 
set for Sunday, February 15, as part of 
the New Jersey State Museum’s celebra- 
tion of Black History Month. 

Slaughter, who is himself a guitarist 
and singer, is one of the Festival's 
creators. In undergraduate and graduate 
schools, the Pittsburg native sang in 
classical and baroque choirs and played 
popular and jazz guitar and percussion. 

Slaughter has rounded up musicians 
and artists with east coast and national 
followings for two different sets of per- 


formances. 

The afternoon program will begin at 3 
p.m. in the Museum's art gallery. It will 
feature a slide history of ragtime, a 
ragtime dance demonstration, a walking 
tour of ragtime memorabilia and piano 
solo. 

One soloist is Leon Salter, a DOT plan- 
ner (Project Development). The eve- 
ning’s entertainment starts at 8 p.m. in 
the auditorium and will feature a ragtime 
band, slide history and piano solos. 

For more information Slaughter can 
be contacted, evenings, at 609-585-3975 
and Salter at 609-695-0476. 


Nine stations set for renovations 


The NJ TRANSIT Board of Directors 
authorized $950,000 for the renovation 
of nine Hoboken Division rail stations 
during 1980. 

The selections were made on the basis 
of passenger volume and need. Under 
NJ TRANSIT’'s station rehabilitation and 
leasing program, it will do extensive ren- 
ovation only to those stations which mu- 


Diabetes can 
be controlled 


by Marie Hagen, R.N. 
Supervisor, Occupational 
Health Services 


Do you know what diabetes is? Many 
of us who have relatives or friends with 
diabetes are uninformed about what it is 
and how to deal with it. 

Diabetes mellitus is a condition of the 
body in which the full use of blood, 
especially sugar and starches, cannot be 
made due to a lack of insulin action. 
Insulin is a natural substance formed by 
the pancreas, a gland inside the body 
near the stomach. Diabetics produce too 
little insulin. Sometimes what they do 
make doesn’t work well. Consequently, 
too much sugar forms in the blood and 
the excess goes out of the body through 
the kidneys into the urine. 

Some symptoms experienced by a 
person with this disturbance in body 
chemistry are: excessive thirst, frequen- 
cy of urination, tiredness, unusual hun- 
ger, loss of weight, and tendency 
towards infections. 

The real cause of diabetes is not 
known. Some of the risk factors include 
heredity and obesity. In the USA, about 
10 million people have diabetes, but only 
half are diagnosed and treated. Both 
men and women of all races get diabetes 
—women a little more often. 

Diabetes can be treated and con- 
trolled. Regular check-ups by a doctor 
including blood and urine tests are es- 
sential. Other specific tests for screening 
and diagnosis are done on a doctor’s 
recommendation. 

Treatment is an important part of con- 
trol to prevent complications and help 
the diabetic lead a normal, healthy and 
productive life. 


nicipalities have indicated they are will- 
ing to lease.. 


The stations tentatively authorized 
were the Erie Plaza (Montclair), Upper 
Montclair, Lincoln Park, Westwood, An- 


derson Street (Hackensack), Broad 
Street (Newark), Morris Plains and 
Ridgewood. 


DRIVE SAFELY 


James Stevenson (Office of Com- 
munity Involvement) and his wife, Jac- 
queline, were among the guests at Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan's Inaugural Ball on 
January 20 in Washington, D.C. 


~* * 


Paul M. Smith, Acting Director of the 
Office of Equal Opportunity, was married 
to Regine Pitts, former secretary in the 
Commissioner's office. The ceremony 
took place on December 20, at the 
Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton. 


eu 


Deputy Commissioner, John R. 
Jamieson, recently addressed the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science at their meeting in To- 
ronto, Canada. His topic was “Meeting 
Urban Transportation Needs.” 


cw 


According to Transportation Planning 
and Research's George Kuziw, bureau 
chiefs and office leaders in that unit were 
hosts to three engineers from the Re- 
public of Korea in December. 

The foreign visitors, on a three month, 
nationwide, Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration-sponsored tour, talked policy, 
planning procedures and techniques 
with NJDOTers. 


David W. Gwynn, Chief Engineer, 
Transportation Operations and Local 
Aid, has been named the recipient of the 
1980 Transportation Engineer of the 
Year Award given annually by the New 
York and New Jersey section of the In- 
stitute of Transportation Engineers. The 
award will be presented on February 18 
at the Clambroth House in Hoboken. 
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Amy M. Rosen, Executive Assistant to 
the Commissioner, and Tim Carden, 
Secretary to the Governor's Cabinet and 
a former DOT employee, plan to be mar- 
ried this March in Essex County. Ms. 
Rosen a DOT employee since 1977, lives 
in Lawrenceville. Mr. Carden has been 
on the Governor's staff since 1978. He 
lives in Trenton. 


Collection to aid James Lewis family 


The Pemberton home of James L. 
Lewis, a member of the engineering 
staff of the Bureau of Aviation Planning 
and formerly of highway maintenance, 
was totally destroyed by fire on Decem- 
ber 31. 

His two daughters escaped injury, but 
his wife is a patient in the Crozer-Chester 


NJ drafts 


The final document of the State Rail 
Plan was submitted to the Federal Rail- 
road Administration following its presen- 
tations to the general public in Decem- 
ber. 

There is approximately a million dollar 
rail assistance program available on an 
80-20 matching basis (federal, 80 
percent; local, 20 percent). 

The State Rail Plan, formulated in 
1975, is updated annually to maintain a 
current and comprehensive assessment 
of changes in the state’s rail freight sys- 
tem and to analyze the viability and 
potential impact of abandonment of lo- 
cal rail freight services. 

In the updated plan, 29 rail line seg- 
ments have been analyzed and recom- 
mendations made as to which projects 
should receive funding from available 
Federal assistance programs. 

The segments recommended for con- 
tinuation or implementation of local rail 
freight service are: Freehold Branch 
(Matawan-Morganville), 3.2 miles; King- 
ston Branch (Monmouth Jet.-Rocky Hill), 


Burn Center in Philadephia. Mr. Lewis 
was not at home when the fire started. 

A collection of clothing and money is 
being taken to aid the family by his co- 
workers. Anyone who wishes to con- 
tribute should contact Walter Kies, Di- 
rector of Aeronautics, or Lance Weight 
at 4-2584. 


rail plan 


3.6 miles; Orange Branch (Bloomfield- 
West Orange), 2.7 miles; High Bridge 
Branch (Bradley Beach-Bay Head), 9 
miles; and Freehold Secondary Track 
(Farmingdale-Howell), 5.2 miles. 

The segments recommended for re- 
habilitation include: New York, Sus- 
quehanna and Western Railway Corp. 
(Little Ferry to Butler), 28.3 miles; Cum- 
berland and Maurice River Branch 
(Bridgeton Jct.-Mauricetown), 18.1 
miles; Black River and Western (Ring- 
oes-Flemington), 4.5 miles; Deerfield 
Branch (Bridgeton Jct.-Seabrook), 3.8 
miles; Freehold Secondary (Freehold- 
Jamesburg), 10 miles; Kingston Branch 
(Monmouth Jct.-Route 26), 2.7 miles; 
Morristown and Erie R.R. (Morristown- 
Essex Fells), 10 miles; Bel-Del South 
(Moore Station-Lambertville), 2.6 miles; 
Rahway R.R. (Roselle Park-Route 22), 
3.7 miles; Sayreville Secondary (New 
Brunswick Wye and Freight Yard); East 
Jersey Railroad and Terminal Co. (Pier 4 
of Kill VanKull-foot of E. 22nd St. in 
Bayonne), 2.2 miles. 
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The real workings of a credit union are 
a mystery to a lot of people, including its 
members. 

Ed Boyle, treasurer/manager of the 
Credit Union located in the DOT Head- 
quarters Building for the last ten years, is 
quick to correct the most common 
fallacy about the organization. 

“First of all,” he says, “we are not a 
part of the Department of Transporta- 
tion. The Department provides us with 
the office space as a service to its em- 
ployees, but it plays no part in the man- 
agement of the Credit Union.” 

The Credit Union was organized by a 
handful of DOT employees in 1943. 
Working nights and weekends under a 
state charter from the Department of 
Banking and Insurance, this little group 
built the Credit Union from the ground 
up 

Because it is state, rather than federal- 
ly, chartered, the Credit Union is not 
directly affected by federal regulations 
covering credit unions. But the majority 
of the Credit Union's 3,900 members 
don't notice these technical differences, 
since they enjoy most of the same kinds 
of benefits and programs available in a 
federally chartered union. 

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily, Boyle’s 
Staff, Michael Salange, Cheryl Wig, and 
Linda Gasper, can assist DOTers in 
opening accounts insured up to 
$100,000, obtaining life insurance to 
match the first $2,000 in an eligible 
member's account, and obtaining repay- 
ment insurance up to $15,000 to cover 
eligible members who die or become 
disabled before their loan balance is 
paid off. 

Boyle also debunks the idea that the 
only reason to join a credit union is to 
borrow money. In reality, the Credit Un- 
ion offers a wide variety of services to its 
members including signature, automo- 
bile and other loans up to $15,000; vaca- 


Credit Union serves DOTers 


by Debbie Lawler 
Public Information Officer 


Surrounded by the credit union’s festive Christmas decorations, Michael Salange, 


loan officer, helps Diane Pitonyak (Public Affairs) with an application as Barbara Yuill 


(Publications) looks on. 


and even salary advances to members 
away from work on paydays. Of course, 
regular savings accounts, which current- 
ly draw 7% annual interest, compounded 
quarterly, are also available. 

“Most of our members save via the 
payroll deduction system,” Boyle says. 
“It's easy and automatic and saves a trip 
to the bank. But,” he cautions, “don’t try 
to save more than you can really afford. 
Otherwise you just keep taking your 
money back out and you never build up 
that little nest egg.” 

Another Credit Union “staff” is at work 
behind the scenes. This one, an all vol- 
unteer group of DOT employees, meets 
almost daily to approve loan applications 
and implement policy established by the 
Board of Directors. Members of the 


chairman; Charles Grabowski, secre- 
tary; John Christian; and Sarah Sum- 
miel. 

The Board of Directors meets monthly 
to set policy and general guidelines for 
membership and to insure the adminis- 
tration of the credit union within parame- 
ters set by the Department of Banking. 
The Board, also composed of volunteers 
from among DOT employees, is headed 
by Raymond J. Malone, president, with 
help from William Evanko, 1st vice-pres- 
ident; Joseph Schumacher, 2nd vice- 
president; Alan Curtis, assistant treas- 
urer; Janet Coleman, secretary; Anthony 
Crea, Sr., assistant secretary; Al Driver; 
Joseph O’Brien; Francis Matzer; Guy 
LoBue; Robert Fox; Paul Bertuccini; and 
Michael Immordino. 
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der by the Examining Committee, again 
all volunteer members—Elizabeth Law- 
ton, chairwoman; Michael Crea, secre- 
tary; and Eugene Grybowski. 


With more than $5.5 million in assets, 
the DOT Credit Union is a healthy finan- 
cial Organization in these difficult fiscal 
times. Because the Credit Union 
“makes” most of its money on interest 
charged on member loans rather than 
through investments, it is less vulnerable 
to dollar fluctuations on the open mar- 
ket. 


“We're not trying to make a fortune 
through investments. We are in business 
to serve Our members’ financial needs,” 
Boyle notes. “We're trying to help our 
members manage their money more 
wisely and put some money away for the 
future.” 


The DOT Credit Union relies on the 
help and cooperation of its member- 
depositors to keep the operation running 
smoothly. Since the credit union is not 
part of the formal DOT organization, it is 
up to the members themselves to make 
Boyle and his staff aware of changes in 
address, beneficiaries, or work status. 
According to Boyle, members off the 
payroll due to illness or leave of absence 
are still liable for loan payments and can 
still use the credit union, “but it is the 
member's responsibility to tell us about 
these changes,” he said. 

Boyle describes the Credit Union goal 
as “100% membership among DOT em- 
ployees and 100% participation among 
our members.” So if you are not a mem- 
ber of the Credit Union and would like to 
be or you'd like to volunteer for the 
Board of Directors or one of the standing 
committees, Ed Boyle and his staff want 
to hear from you. Just drop into Room 
120 in the Headquarters Building or call 
them at 2-3056 or 2-7924, or Scan 
322-3056 or 322-7924, from 9:00 a.m. to 


tion and Christmas clubs; money orders; 
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Commissioner greets academy 
students, DOT parents 


Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini and his daughter, Army Lieutenant Beth 
Gambaccini, recently greeted six U.S. service academy students and their DOT 
parents. The meeting was the idea of David W. Gwynn, Chief Engineer (T.O.L.A), 
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See story on page 2. 


Credit Committee are James Maul, 


The books are kept in meticulous or- 4:30 p.m. daily. 


whose son attends the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. Gwynn thought that the 
DOT offspring would enjoy comparing notes on their respective schools. In the 
photo at right are Neil Kelly (Traffic Engineering), Davis W. Gwynn, Christopher 
Kelly, Ralph Obermeier, Richard Keith Hagen, Linda Schumacher, Marie Hagen 
(Employee Health Services), Joseph Schumacher (Bureau of Utilities), Edward A. 
Meyers, Gwynn and Charles Meyers (Administrative Practices). In the photo at left, 
the Military and Naval Academy cadets pose with the Commissioner and his 
daughter. 
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